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Presenting Information Visually:  
An Essential Skill for the Workplace 
 



Trend: Students as Creators of Information 

“No longer is it acceptable for students to be passive 

consumers of content; they can contribute to the local 

and global knowledge ecosystem, learning through 

the act of producing and discussing rich media, 

applications, and objects.”  

“Students have a greater role and 

responsibility in creating new knowledge…” 



Content creation… seems to have a psychological benefit, as some 

frameworks refer to users as not just  skilled,  but  confident  or  capable.  

NMC (2017). Digital Literacy in Higher Education, Part II: An NMC Horizon Project Strategic Brief. 

https://cdn.nmc.org/media/2017-nmc-strategic-brief-digital-literacy-in-higher-education-II.pdf 

 



Skills Gap 
Employers 

Communication skills ranked as the most or 
second-most desired baseline skill in all 
industries. 
 
Burning Glass Technologies. (2015). The human factor: The hard 
time employers have finding soft skills. http://burning-
glass.com/wp-content/uploads/Human_Factor_Baseline_Skills_ 
FINAL.pdf  

 

Students 

Desired a higher level of word-processing 
and presentation skills and competencies. 
 
 
Heinrichs, J. H., & Lim, J.  (2010). Information literacy and 
office tool competencies: A benchmark study. Journal of 
Education for Business, 85(3), 153-164. 

http://www.mba.com/us/the-gmat-blog-hub/the-official-gmat-

blog/2014/aug/employers-want-communication-skills-in-new-hires.aspx 



The skills necessary to be an 

effective communicator today are 

different than in the past. Today, 

literacy is not only about reading 

and writing—which are necessary—

but also about understanding visual 

communication.  



Content = Text 



Library Instruction Requests 

The usual Left out 

• Developing a research 
question 

• Finding sources 

• Evaluating sources 

• Citing sources 

 
“Sources” usually = text. 

• Finding and evaluating 
visual information 

• Tools and techniques for 
visual communication 

 



Library Support: First Step 

http://guides.libraries.uc.edu/engl1001/recast  

http://guides.libraries.uc.edu/engl1001/recast




http://www.slideshare.net/garr

/guy-kawasakis-foreword-for-

presentation-zen 



Next Step: Bridging the Gap 

Introducing students to best 
practices in presenting information: 

• importance of research and 
ideation, 

• finding and using quality 
images,  

• PowerPoint dos and don’ts, 

• tools for creating infographics,  

• best practices for infographics, 
brochures, and newsletters. 

 

 



Pilot Audience 

• Health Promotion & Education (HPE) elective course 

• Culminating project: 25 minute interactive, 
educational presentation using PowerPoint  

 

 

 

 



Activity I: Applying Best Practices to Slides 



Activity II: Evaluating Impact of Presentation Formats 



Activity III: Transforming Text into Slides 

 

 

 
 



Blackboard 



Library Support 

• Blackboard: handouts, practice files, PPT, links 

• Online guide 

• Consultations with librarian upon request 

 

 



Texting & Driving Presentation 

(excerpts)  



Testimonials 

Students Faculty 

• “Feel more comfortable 
with PowerPoint.” 

• “Taught us something 
we have been expected 
to know.” 

 

 

 

[Students] 

• “included more graphics, 
fewer words,” 

• “didn’t read off slides as 
much.” 

 

 



Expanding the Audience 

• Pregnancy, Birth, and 
Health freshman seminar 

• Group-based service 
learning course 

• Final presentations 

 



Customized Activities 



Planned Parenthood Group:  
Assess Local Availability of Emergency Contraception 



Cradle Cincinnati Group: 
Assess Knowledge of Pregnancy Spacing 



Student Testimonials 

• “I found value in providing info to people in need of sexual 
health education.” 

• "Knowing the techniques in presenting information in 
formats such as my slideshow has provided me a way to 
grab the audience's attention and informing them better 
of the topic, visually."    

 



Recent Experience 

German Studies Capstone Course: Berlin in Texts and Pictures 

• Takeaways: 

• Introduce  a variety of layouts. 

• Assign the “Text to PPT” activity prior to instruction; edit in class 
after learning about best practices. 

• Prior to the session ask students to send 3 “pet peeves” and start 
the class with a discussion. 

 

 



Thank you! 
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